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Starting from the hypothesis that states were crucial as agents of modernisation, this book 
explores why, how and with what results European states have striven to transform their 
agricultural sectors in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Modernising agriculture has 
increasingly meant emulating the new organisational models of manufacturing industry. But 
since agriculture continues to rely heavily on living resources (plants and animals), the results 
of modernising farming have often differed significantly from the manufacturing sector. 
Modernised agriculture, in other words, is something quite different than simply industrialised 
agriculture. 

Ranging from the Iberian Peninsula to Hungary and from Greece to England, the chapters of 
this book deal with four principal questions: Why have state elites, and their civil society 
allies chosen to modernise agriculture? What have they understood by agricultural 
modernisation? What sort of power resources have they taken as necessary for effective 
modernisation? And what were the consequences of the pursuit of modernising policies for 
the farming population and for agriculture? 

This book is a result of the COST-action Programme for the Study of European Rural 
Societies (Progressore). 

Das Buch kann zum Preis von CHF 85.00 beim Archiv für Agrargeschichte 
(info@agrararchiv.ch) bezogen werden. 
 
 
 


